In the cochlea, cell types containing immunoreactive vimentin were present in the organ of Corti, the outer sulcus, the spiral ligament, the stria yascularis, and the spiral limbus 
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In the spiral limbus, a population of cells with long spindle-
shaped processes was consistently stained ( Figure  8 ). Cells bordering the bony wall of the scala vestibuli and lining the vestibular face of Reissner's membrane also showed moderate to strong immunoreactivity. Weaker staining was present at the surface of the spiral ganglion cells and along the radial fibers emanating from them (Figure 8) Figures 17 and 18) . This again contrasted with the zinc-formalin-fixed whole mounts, in which supporting epithelial cells showed consistent strong immunostaining for vimentin.
Discussion
The results presented here provide a comprehensive description of These cell types derive from mesenchyme and have been shown to contain vimentin in many organs from several species (10, 13, 16, 19, 36) including the inner ear (4, 5, 15, 28, 29, 35, 37 
